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Membership

Good News! Our paid up membership has now reached 63! And what is even more pleasing, is that 44 of these are becoming regularly active! This is the first newsletter to our new membership list. That is, to those who have paid £1 for this year’s subscription which gives you two newsletters and a reduced ticket price to the talks. The subscription for next year will be due on April 1st 2012.

Since March...........

Visit to Wheal Martyn

On May 20th, we visited the China Clay museum, Wheal Martyn, by coach.
After a welcome cup of coffee in the very pleasant dining area, we were shown around the outdoor sites where our guide showed us the important parts of the processing. We then had time to walk the site on our own, several deciding to view the open clay pit at the top of the area where blasting of the rock was imminent. It turned out to be not quite so imminent and some gave up waiting! But the walk up to the pit was well worth it. We enjoyed the booked lunch and afterwards viewed the indoor parts of the museum which proved popular in order to complete the understanding of the processing. 

This was our second successful outing. We will decide on next year’s trip early next year and I will email our members with details.

Photographic Competition

We had many excellent entries from our school and I hope you managed to see them in the Tremayne Hall. The winners were Michael Gulley 1st ,  Beth Doyland 2nd 

Tom King 3rd. These photographs will now be held in the centre.  The winning entry for the adult group was Lyn Chapman’s photograph of the stepping stones which was printed on the front cover of the August Parish Magazine. Thank you to all of you who entered.
CALH Day

41 Members of Cornwall Association of Local Historians arrived at 10am on 17th September to a day that our committee and rota team had organised on the History of Mylor. The programme included a visit to St Melor and the graveyard at Mylor Churchtown, a walk around the village and two excellent talks. Dr Terry Chapman presented, with fascinating detail, information about Enys and its influence on Mylor. He is a member of the Enys research group and will be talking further about this in the Tremayne Hall in March. See more details at the end of the newsletter. Nicholas Trefusis spoke  about the history of the Trefusis Estate, showing us some amazing maps and personal archives. He also had a wonderful collection of anecdotes.
As a result of this day, on the following two Thursdays, we displayed the items on Carclew, as well as material on the history of the church and the lives of Robert Rundle and Howard Spring. Jane Martin very kindly donated a wonderful collection of photographs showing the renovations of The Old Vicarage and Sandra Redwood similarly gave us new material on the history of Cornovi and The Old Post Office. Thank you very much to both. If you missed the display and would like to see a particular aspect, do call in on a Thursday afternoon.

Talks

Our first talk of the season in September, was attended by 50 people and all thought that Mark Kaczmarek was very entertaining. He told us of his time working at South Crofty. If you should ever hear of another of his talks, make the effort to go!

The second talk,  was given by Russell Holt. He showed us wonderful slides of several horse whims, waterwheels and windmills in Cornwall. Unfortunately many have now disappeared since the nineteen seventy’s, but we were captured by his enthusiastic details.
********************************************

Carclew

Recently, I heard Angela Stubbs talking about the 1760 Probate Inventory of William Lemon’s Townhouse and Carclew. Very kindly, she is sending us details of her talk to add to our archives. You may realise that his Town House in Truro is at present for sale.

Road Furniture
Ian Thompson, who is a volunteer for the Cornish Milestone Society, has taken the task of co-ordinating the restoration of most of the Cornish milestones. You will see the results of hard labour as you travel around the county and stories of some individual stones are fascinating. There is a website. This, in turn, began his enthusiasm on our turnpike roads and development of the whole road system. Now Ian is trying to locate and refurbish all the metal fingerposts. (signposts to me!) We have been in touch with our own Parish Council because they have been asked to consider taking over the refurbishment of our local ones. Photos have been taken and the council are now awaiting the specifications of the work involved.
Donation of Photographs 

One CALH member, Colin Brewer, has donated an absolutely wonderful selection of photographs on disk, taken from an album he has, of Mylor and Enys in the very early 20th century. Well worth coming to see.
Enys
Our last Newsletter introduced Terry Chapman’s work as a volunteer with the Enys Family Archive Project where, on behalf of the Group he is trying to determine the influence the family, living on their neighbouring estate, may have had on Mylor.  His work to date, supported by documents from our Archive formed the basis of a talk given to members of the Cornish Association of Local Historians when they visited in September.  Having identified six specific influences, each was discussed briefly in the talk.  
He showed that the family had been landlords of property within the village; that they had employed villagers and had provided a school for their employees’ children.  They also used local tradesmen and there would have been some sort of social interaction with the village.  One family member was our County Councillor in the early twentieth century, before the massive general social changes at the national level were seen in the particular decline of Enys’ local influence.  Terry hopes now to expand the talk, further illustrated by photographs generously donated by a CALH member following his visit, to be given to the History Group next March.  He would still be very interested to hear any memories your family may have of dealings with the estate and can be contacted on 01326 374073 or email chapmanlt@hotmail.co.uk 
Temporary exhibition panels produced by the Enys Family Archive Project were on display for both the CALH visit and our two recent highly successful Open Days.  Look out for publicity announcing the opening in the New Year of a more comprehensive and permanent exhibition in Penryn Museum.  The Project also recently hosted a very interesting day in St Agnes, where it became clear that the Enys influence was much greater than here in Mylor.  We first walked over to be conducted round the still operating Blue Hills tin streaming works.  Then, an illustrated talk entitled, ‘The Great Tonkin Land Grab?’ described a nineteenth century dispute, concerning valuable ground including that we had just walked over: which the Enys estate won.  A short film produced by the local Explorer Scouts in the style of a silent movie then entertainingly gave their take on the same locally significant story.  Although it is still having information loaded, the Project’s website, www.enysfamilyarchive.co.uk  is already worth a visit.  
House Development Project
Many thanks to those who have given us information on both the dates and history of their houses. We have generally been building up a picture of the growth of Mylor Bridge and have been able to part colour code the enlarged Mylor Village map, which some of you may have seen on display on recent Thursday afternoons. Of course, there are many gaps and with your help, we hope to keep filling them in.

We have now dated and logged the post war growth of the cluster developments of housing estates around the village during the 60’s and 70’s. More recently, in the 80s and 90’s, Cogas Park was extended and Olivey Place and Lemon Hill Gardens were built. 
Otherwise, until the present, development has been more of an infill, or of an extension/ rebuild character.

Regarding earlier development, we are fortunate to have the Tithe Map of 1840 showing the few dwellings at that time. This can be seen at the Archive Centre, and details on the computer there. Many cottages were built for the Carclew/ Tremayne Estate workers, and there was considerable growth of these during the Victorian Era, and into the early 20th Century, when the Estate was flourishing. Again, we are fortunate to have a complete record of the Tremayne Estate housing, together with a map and some details, when they were sold at auction in 1920.

The project is ongoing, so please keep asking people to share any knowledge they have with us. Especially, it would be good to learn more about any older houses in the area. If anyone could help or would like to be involved in any way with this project please get in touch. 

*************************

Finally

As members of MLHG, you are all welcome to call in on Thursdays to see what we do and perhaps spend time helping to sort or file. Your expertise is also welcome. 
**************

Events for your Diary

Saturday November 26th Tony Mansell 7pm - The Civil War in Cornwall

This will include festive refreshments.
January 28th Sarah Newton – MP’s of Falmouth and District over the last 350 years.
February 25th David Carter - The Secret Navy of the Helford and Area during the Second World War.
March 24th Dr Terry Chapman - The History of Enys House and Family
The season of talks at Carnon Downs Garden Centre has been very informative. The next one is on December 7th at 7.30. Peter Mitchell will be speaking about Victorian Chacewater and District
Please remember to tell a friend about us. Someone is sure to have information to share and we like lots of people to share what we already have.
